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OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and remind all Councillors of obligations to declare material and personal interests and conflicts of interests were relevant and requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 

Councillors, are there any apologies? 

There are no apologies. 
CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTION – Investment Policy; Debt Policy; Partial Remission of Rates and Charges for Pensioners Policy; Partial Remission of Rates and Charges for First Home Owners Policy; Brisbane Infrastructure Charges Resolution; and Special Report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee dated 17 June 2019:

134/135/86/352
894/2018-19
The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES, then drew the Councillors’ attention to the notified motion listed on the agenda, and called on the LORD MAYOR to move the motion. Accordingly, the LORD MAYOR moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, that—

COUNCIL RESOLVES:

(i) 
TO ADOPT the Investment Policy at Attachment “A”;
(ii)
TO ADOPT the Debt Policy at Attachment “B”;
(iii)
TO REVOKE the “Partial Remission of Rates and Charges for Pensioners Policy” previously adopted by Council Resolution number 756/2017-18 on 21 June 2018;
(iv)
TO ADOPT the “Partial Remission of Rates and Charges for Pensioners Policy” (“the pensioner policy”) at Attachment “C” with effect on and from 1 July 2019; 
(v)
TO ADOPT the “Partial Remission of Rates and Charges for First Home Owners Policy” (“the first home owners policy”) at Attachment “D” with effect on and from 1 October 2019;
(vi)
TO ADOPT the Brisbane Infrastructure Charges Resolution (No. 8) 2019 at Attachment “E” with effect on and from 1 July 2019; and
(vii)
TO APPROVE the Special Report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee dated 17 June 2019 at Attachment “F”.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Just very briefly, Mr Chair, these are machinery submissions that come through each year and are a requirement to bring into effect various policies relating to the budget itself. So this is something that we go through each and every year. I don’t imagine there’s going to be a great deal of debate about these, but I would point out there is an E&C special report that relates to the delegation of powers. 


As I alluded to before, this relates to the ability to delegate powers where it relates to city malls and that will—and other situations that may arise, to make sure that the CEO has the delegation to reduce and waive fees for small businesses, wherever they might be, across the City of Brisbane; whether they’re out in the suburbs or whether they’re in fact in city malls as well.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. 
Seriatim – Clause 2
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause 2, TO ADOPT THE DEBT POLICY AT ATTACHMENT “B”, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Chair:
Please carry on.

Councillor CUMMING:
Sorry. 

Chair:
Please carry on. Please carry on.

Councillor CUMMING:
Sorry. Yes. Obviously throughout the debate we’ve expressed our concerns about the level of debt, so we’re not about to adopt that policy. In relation to the other items, we are supportive of the pensioner remissions. Obviously, very important for pensioners to get a decent cut in their rates and also the—supportive of the First Home Owners Policy as well. So we support all the other items, except for item 2.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Yes.

Chair:
Your microphone.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
Seriatim – Clause 7
	Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON requested that Clause 7, TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL REPORT OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE DATED 17 JUNE 2019 AT ATTACHMENT “F”, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Chair:
Yes. Please continue. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Look, I’d just like to make a few remarks. Certainly, this Administration is leading our Council and the residents of Brisbane into a massive debt binge. I am concerned that there is no plan to address it in the longer term. The Debt Policy before us today gives them the tools to raise debt, as we’ve heard from this LORD MAYOR, to record levels in this Council of almost $3,000 per capita. Now, in his time in this Chamber and my time in this Chamber, this Council has been debt free. Now, I’m not opposed to all debt. Certainly, borrowing to build infrastructure is a good idea.


But you cannot continue to borrow without responsibly thinking about how future generations will repay it, without thinking about the value for money aspect of the infrastructure that you’re building, without thinking about the scope and delivery of the infrastructure that you are building and without thinking about what the priorities of the city are. I’m not sure what the interest figure will be, but I imagine it’s thousands of dollars a week that are being paid out on interest to service that debt. 


That strangles this Council’s ability to invest into essential everyday projects, like fixing the 750 footpaths that are waiting to be fixed around the city. So I don’t believe the policy settings are right. I don’t believe the way in which this Council is taking on debt is right and I certainly don’t believe that there is a good plan to responsibly manage that debt. We can see that time after time projects are blowing out under this Administration and that means that money has to be pulled out of other parts of Council to fund the cost blowouts of this LNP Administration and I do not support that. 


I want to make a few comments on the remission of rates and charges for pensioners. Certainly I support this. I think it is time that this Council did have a look at something responsible for self-funded retirees. Several times a year I get a letter from self‑funded retirees asking why they’re not eligible for the discount. 


I understand that there is a significant difference between pensioners and self‑funded retirees, but I think we need to be looking at something that reflects their contribution to the city over a long period of time and I don’t know what that would be, but I believe it is time that we think about it and look at it as a city. I don’t want to get bogged down in a whole debate about Federal election and everything else, but our city should recognise, as this is intended, seniors who’ve made a long-term contribution to the city. So I would hope that that’s something we can look at.


I know that I get several letters a year and I send them into Council and every time it comes back, no, we’re not going to do anything. So it’s not even being considered. For those residents who’ve written to me, I’m taking this opportunity tonight to raise this issue and put it on the agenda to say I’m not sure what the solution is, but I believe it’s something we should look at. Just in respect to the First Home Owners Policy, look, I do find this one a little bit odd, I have to say. It doesn’t strike me as something that should be done by our Council. 


This Council engages in this pick-a-winner kind of subsidy a couple of times a year and, well, we’ll give these people a discount and we’ll stimulate the market in this way. I mean, for a Liberal Administration, it’s got the most interventionist, socialist policies I’ve ever seen. Instead of letting the market work on these things, it’s intervening to assist individual components or parts of the economy. I’m not sure they’ve got the policy settings right. I would appreciate some clarity around whether—if you are a first home buyer who has purchased a house in September this year or today, are you going to miss out on this policy?


Is it only for people who purchase a home after 1 October? I’d like to know whether there is a sunset clause, whether this is something we’re going to do for a year and see how it goes. Obviously, it could end up being very costly to this Council. We don’t know. I certainly don’t think we’ve got enough information to make a decision about this. I am also concerned it’s capped at $750,000. To me, a first home buyer taking on debt of $750,000 is an extraordinary thing. I mean, my own home didn’t cost that that much. 


I don’t want to send a signal to young people that this Council supports them taking on huge amounts of debt. So I’m not sure whether we’ve got the amount right as well. I am also concerned that it applies to both homes and units. Are there any restrictions about whether it’s on the plan, off the plan? So I’d certainly like to understand a little bit more about that. If you’re a Brisbane resident, a ratepayer, is there an age limit? Is this aimed at young people? Or is this aimed at everybody? I don’t know. I just don’t know enough about this, so I’m going to support it, but I have questions and concerns about the extent of this policy, its impacts and where it’s going to lead. Historically what we’ve seen is that the only thing this does is push up the price of housing for people. So you see this with the first home owners grants that the State have done, the Feds have done. Generally, you know, it pushes up housing prices because the developers and people selling know that first home buyers have more money in their back pocket to spend. 


So I’m not sure that the market is signalling that this ascending is the right one and I just place on the record again, I am going to support it but I have serious concerns about it and I would be more comfortable if there was a review mechanism in 12 months to see how this has worked. 


Finally, just with relation to number seven, the delegation of the small business fees, just on principle I am going to vote against this. I do not support the level of delegations that this Administration has made to the CEO who inevitably delegates it off to junior officers. We are paid as elected representatives to come into this place and make decisions and I just don’t support delegation. So this is not my understanding the actual sort of discount, because we voted for that in the budget, but I want to be clear, I don’t support the delegation before us. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, LORD MAYOR. 

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Just briefly on two things. Regarding debt, the reality is what this Debt Policy does is it sets a framework for the responsible borrowings that Council engages in and that’s not only our opinion. That is based on the opinion of others that assess our borrowing as well, including the Department of Local Government, Racing and Multicultural Affairs and also the Queensland Treasury Corporation. So they assess any requests that we make. This policy makes it clear that our aim is to borrow responsibly for infrastructure and that we need approval from those other entities. 


Now the Department of Local Government, Racing and Multicultural Affairs, as we know, is not an organisation that is in any way politically aligned to us, but they also have to assess and approve any borrowings we make and this policy makes that clear. 


In relation to the first home owners’ grant and particularly the comment about—well not grant; remission on the rates, the comment about the $750,000 limit, that is not a limit that we plucked out of the air. That is a limit that applies to the State’s first home buyers scheme. So we just chose to use their limit or cap. So if you’re taking advantage of the State incentives for first home buyers, you can get those incentives up to $750,000 in terms of the house and land. So we applied the same cap to our scheme because it’s already in place at other levels of government. 

Chair:
I will now put the resolution. Items 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6.

Motion for Adoption of Clauses 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 put
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the notified motion was declared carried on the voices. 

Chair:
On item 2.

Motion for Adoption of Clause 2 put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause 2 of the notified motion was declared carried on the voices. 

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Peter CUMMING immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 19 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.
Chair:
All those in favour of item 7.

Motion for Adoption of Clause 7 put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause 7 of the notified motion was declared carried on the voices. 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Division.

Chair:
Is there a seconder for the division? There is not. The call for division fails.

The division lapsed for want of a seconder.

The Special Report read as follows—

ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Amanda Cooper, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard, Peter Matic and Steven Toomey.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Matthew Bourke.

A
DELEGATION OF POWERS TO WAIVE, REFUND, DISCOUNT OR REMIT FEES AND CHARGES SET OUT IN THE SCHEDULE OF FEES AND CHARGES TO IMPLEMENT THE SMALL BUSINESS PACKAGE UNDER SECTION 238 OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE ACT 2010

137/105/219/181
1.
The Divisional Manager, Organisational Services, provided the information below.

2.
The Small Business Package is designed to help support small business (being business with 0‑19 employees, based upon ‘headcount’ rather than a measure of full-time equivalent) by providing a $2 million reduction in fees and charges.

3.
The discounts offered will be focused on fees and charges that small business are most often impacted by, such as suburban footpath dining permits, food van licences, market stall fees and business advertising applications.    

4.
Council has the power to waive, refund, discount or remit fees and charges set out in the Schedule of Fees and Charges under section 11 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 (CoBA).

5.
Section 238 of CoBA provides Council with the power to, by resolution, delegate its powers to a standing committee or the Chief Executive Officer (among others). It is intended that this delegation be given to E&C and the Chief Executive Officer. 

6.
Section 239 of CoBA allows the Chief Executive Officer to (further) delegate a power to an appropriately qualified employee or contractor of Council, unless specifically directed by Council not to further delegate the power.

7.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

8.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution
DRAFT RESOLUTION TO DELEGATE POWERS IN RELATION TO WAIVING, REFUNDING, AND DISCOUNTING OR REMITING FEES AND CHARGES SET OUT IN THE SCHEDULE OF FEES AND CHARGES TO IMPLEMENT THE SMALL BUSINESS PACKAGE UNDER SECTION 238 OF THE CITY OF BRISBANE ACT 2010
As:

(i)
Council may, pursuant to section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010, resolve to delegate a power under the City of Brisbane Act 2010 to a standing committee or the Chief Executive Officer,

then Council:

(i)
resolves to delegate its powers under section 11 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and the Chief Executive Officer to waive, refund, discount or remit fees and charges set out in the Schedule of Fees and Charges to implement the Small Business Package, subject to the general conditions of delegation (Attachment B, submitted on file).

Chair:
Councillors, thank you. That concludes this meeting. However, there is another meeting and the clerks will require a small amount of time to prepare the room for that meeting. So I will close this meeting and can we all please leave the room. It will be prepared for us and we’ll come back. Stay near and I’ll ring the bells as soon as we’re ready to get you going again. 

Thank you everybody. I declare the meeting closed. 

RISING OF COUNCIL:

6.40pm.

PRESENTED:





and CONFIRMED
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     CHAIR
Council officers in attendance:

Jade Stopar (Senior Council and Committee Officer)

Victor Tan (Acting Council and Committee Officer)

Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)

[image: image3.jpg]






[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.jpg]BRISBANE CITY

Dedicated to a better Brisbane



